STATEMENT – WORLD REFUGEE DAY
We mark the World Refugee Day in 2019 with the highest number of forcibly displaced persons
worldwide in the last 70 years. According to the UNHCR more than 70.8 million people are forcibly
displaced in this moment with weak or no perspective for return to their countries of origin. This
number includes refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced who will spend World Refugee Day
away from their homes with unpredictable future.
Belgrade Centre for Human Right reminds the authorities of the Republic of Serbia that they have an
obligation to consistently fulfil obligations stemming from the 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967
Protocol as well as to devote more efforts in order to provide efficient application of the national legal
framework in the areas of asylum system and migration management.
We believe that the World Refugee Day belongs to all the people who were forced to flee their homes
due to wars and severe violations of human rights and today we would like to share voices of those
who came to our country seeking for refuge and protection:
We have security and peace, and most importantly, the people of Serbia have accepted us in their own
society. Having the citizenship of Serbia in the future would be the greatest honor for us. Our message
is: Helping people, despite geographical and racial differences, is the greatest humanitarian action in
the world.
3-member family from Iran, granted refugee status in the Republic of Serbia in 2019.
When I decided to leave my country, I dreamt to reach some safe place where I can build my future.
Serbia is a safe place and I feel I’m at home. In order to be fully integrated in this society I need more
working opportunities and help to meet new people in order to better understand the culture. The most
important thing for refugees is to find a safe place and being able to live freely and fearless no matter
where they are.
Single women from Somalia, asylum seeker in the Republic of Serbia.
I feel safe. Serbia is a nice place to stay, people are polite and it's close to our culture. I dream about
normal and stable life, to improve my skills and have a better future. I need to improve my knowledge
of the Serbian language, to have a job, to have Serbian friends, and of course to fall in love with a
Serbian girl. My message for the World refugee day is: no war brought any good to any nation, we are
all people, our origin doesn't matter and intolerance should not be accepted. Also, I hope that every
country will have more patience and tolerance towards refugees.
Unaccompanied child from Syria, asylum seeker in the Republic of Serbia.

Belgrade Centre for Human Rights will continue to provide support to refugees and asylum seekers in
the Republic of Serbia in order to support their efforts to find a safe place for living and a better future.

